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' My lords, ladies, and gentlemen, the efficiency, the dignity,
the purity of this great municipal assembly are renowned through-
out the world. The breath of scandal has never touched it:
its honour is very dear to all of us, and to the citizens of London*
With great humility, therefore, but nevertheless with some
assurance, I ask for your kindly co-operation to the end that,
under my chairmanship, those high qualities shall not be
impaired/
The County Hall is an amazing and fascinating place. Within
its walls are centred the major municipal activities of a population
larger than that of some of the dominions of the empire, and of
some independent states. It exercises authority over an area of
117 square miles; it educates 780,000 children and adults, maintains
100 hospitals, institutions, and residential schools, and also about
100 parks and open-air spaces. Its employees amount to the
astonishing total of 72,000, a number greater than the population
of the city of Exeter, or of the borough of Hastings.
To have a working acquaintance with its many activities, is to
possess a liberal education; and upon the members of the council
and the permanent staff, who serve them so efficiently, there
rests a great and honourable responsibility. It is the greatest
satisfaction of my life to have been permitted for three years in
succession to preside over their deliberations.